Using the quick couple drill attachment as an intraoperative metal file.
The occasional need to alter or modify plate length during surgery is familiar to most orthopedic surgeons. However, at the modification site, sharp edges may remain. Files or rasps are often used to smooth these edges to prevent local tissue irritation and injury to surgical personnel. To reduce the potential for personal injury during preparation and implantation, while adding convenience and speed to this procedure, we introduce a technique for filing down sharp edges of plates and implants with equipment readily available within most orthopedic operating rooms.